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SUBJECT: SPANISH FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL ON GOS VIEWS REGARDING 
RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL 

1 . DURING A COURTESY CALL BY THE DCM, THE FOREIGN MINISTRY'S 
NEW DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR AFRICA AND CONTINENTAL ASIA (LOPEZ 
AGIRREBENGOA) SPOKE IN RESPONSE TO A QUERY ON SPAIN S POSITION 
REGARDING THE POSSIBLE ESTABLISHMENT OF RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL. A 
CENTRAL POINT IN HIS EXPOSITION WAS THAT SPAIN HAD MAINTAINED 
ITS LONG-HELD POSITION. AND HAD NOT TAKEN ANY STEP BACKWARD ON 
THE QUESTION. 

2. SPAIN CONTINUES TO LOOK FORWARD TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL AT A PROPITIOUS TIME HE SAID, BUT THERE 
IS A PRE-REQUISITE. FROM THE ARAB POINT OF VIEW, 

HE EXPLAINED, THERE IS A FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE 
SITUATIONS OF, FOR EXAMPLE, FRANCE, WHICH FROM A BASE OF 
GOOD RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL HAS MOVED TO IMPROVE ITS 
RELATIONS WITH THE ARAB COUNTRIES IN RECENT YEARS, A 
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POSITIVE DEVELOPMENT IN ARAB EYES, AND THAT OF SPAIN, 

WHICH BEGAN WITH GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE ARABS AND 
FOR WHICH THE IMPROVEMENT OF RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL, 

ESPECIALLY IN THE ABSENCE OF ANY MOVEMENT OF THE ME 
QUESTION ON ISRAEL S PART, WOULD APPEAR NEGATIVE TO THE 
ARABS. 
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3. SPAIN WAS NOT INSISTING ON THE DEFINITIVE RESOLUTION 
OF ALL OUTSTANDING PROBLEMS IN THE MIDDLE EAST, HE SAID, 

BUT RATHER ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ATTITUDE AND A 
PROCESS WHICH APPEARED RESONABLE TO PLACE THOSE PROBLEMS 
ON THE ROAD TO SOLUTION. SPAIN S SPECIFIC CONCERNS CON- 
TINUED TO BE.AS PREVIOUSLY STATED, TERRITORIES 

OCCUPIED SINCE 1967, AND PALESTINIAN RIGHTS TO A "HOME" 
LAND", WITH THE EMPHASIS ON THE TERRITORIES. A CHANGE 
OF ISRAELI ATTITUDE WHICH WOULD LEAD TO A MEANINGFUL 
PROCESS TOWARD SOLUTION OF THESE PROBLEMS, SAID LOPEZ 
AGUIRAEBENGOA, WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR SPAIN TO MOVE TO 
ESTABLISH RELATIONS. 

4. REGARDING THE VIEW PRESENTED BY THE DCM THAT A POSI- 
TIVE SPANISH GESTURE COULD REDUCE ISRAEL'S SENSE OF 
ISOLATION AND THUS HELP INDUCE IT TO TAKE POSITIVE STEPS 
OF ITS OWN, LOPEZ AGUIRREBENGOA SAID THAT THE SPANISH 
GESTURE WOULD STILL HAVE TO BE PRECEDED BY AN ISRAELI 
MOVE. OTHERWISE, HE SAID, SPAIN WOULD SACRIFICE 

ITS RELATIONS WITH THE ARAB COUNTRIES, AND WOULD BE 
DISQUALIFIED IN ARAB EYES AS A POSSIBLE FACTOR FOR 
PEACE IN THE AREA. SPAIN WISHED TO MOVE AT A TIME 
WHEN ITS ACTION WOULD ENCOURAGE BOTH SIDES IN A 
POSITIVE ATTITUDE ON OUTSTANDING ISSUES WITHOUT REDUC- 
ING ITS EFFECTIVENESS WITH EITHER.STABLER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, MEETING REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 16-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MADRID02907 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 33-0800 
Format: TEL 
From: MADRID 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770450/aaaabrei.tel 

Line Count: 87 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 5be6cba3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2787179 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SPANISH FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL ON GOS VIEWS REGARDING RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL 
TAGS: PFOR, SP, IS, (AGIRREBENGOA, LOPEZ) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/5be6cba3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



